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striking, as regards the u, in the bass of the so-called
Jubilee Singers, who some time ago went through
Europe; he had to sing his lowest note upon o in the
words "We are rolling," but distinctly sang " We are
ruling."

Although it cannot be denied that the length of the
resonance tube has an influence upon the characterization
of the different vowel-sounds, yet this influence chiefly
effects the speech when it is pure and natural; for,-
though with some effort, i may be uttered with a de-
pressed larynx, and u with a raised larynx; the sounds,
however, as well as being difficult to create, are less pure
and clear.

On the other hand, the different conformation of the
interior of the cavity of the mouth is of the greatest
importance in the differentiation of the vowels.

If, with the mouth fairly opened by the withdrawal
of the lower jaw and the tongue lying quiescent upon the
floor of the cavity, a tone is created in the glottis, the
sound a is heard. This being the most simple confor-
mation of the cavity, a is regarded as the fundamental
vowel.

The modifications of this simple conformation, which
are necessary for the production of the other vowels, can
only be effected by raising the tongue from the floor of
the cavity of the mouth towards the palate, and by
bringing the lower jaw towards the upper, thus generally
approximating the floor of the cavity to the palate.

Passing at once to the most extreme positions em-
ployed in the formation of vowels, we see directly that the
closest approximations of the tongue to the palate must
be regarded as examples of this kind of conformation,
when at the same time the lower jaw is so depressed as
to allow the current of air to pass out freely between the